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OBJECTIVE: To determine the age-specific prevalence of anti-HAV antibodies in
healthy Thais.

INTRODUCTION: In the few developing countries thus far studied most 1~fe-1ong
residents become infected with the hepatitis A virus (HAV) before reaching
adulthood (1-2)0 We report here our observations on the age-specific prevalence
of antibody to hepatitis A (Anti-HAV) in three geographically defined populations
of hea1thy-'rb,a:f:s.

METHODS:

Study Populations: Three populations were studied, each of which had previously
been the subject of epidemiologic studies by this Institute.

1. Huay Khwang District (Bangkok) : In 1971-73, random households in a
low income housing project were selected for investigations of the epidemiology
of hepatitis B virus infections (3). Of the 687 original subjects, serum
specimens were available from 569 (83% of the original population). From a list
of subjects with available specimens, subjects were stratified by age and a
sample was chosen at random so that approximately 20 sera were tested for each
two year age group less than 15 and each five year age group over 15. The total
number of specimens tested was 308. Ninety percent of the specimens tested were
drawn from blood sample taken between 20 July and 10 October 1971 and 10% were
f:rom samples taken between 10 April and 9 June 1972.

2. Ban Tab1an: In late 1976, an attempt was made to obtain blood specimens
f~rom all of the residents of a relatively isolated rural village approximately
250 km north west of Bangkok, again for studies of hepatitis B virus (4). Of
tb.e total. population of 1,014, blood specimens were obtained from 774 individuals
(76% of the population). From these sera, specimens were chosen at random to
obtain approximately 15-20 specimens for testing from each age bracket. The
total number of specimens tested was 206.

3. Phibunprachasan School, Din Daeng District (Bangkok): In 1977, a
survey of togavirus and hepatitis B virus infections was made at a lower-middle
cIa.ss pubJ_ic school in Bangkok (5). Blood specimens were obtained from 1,977
children, 98% of the school population. From each 2-year age group, approximate1y
40 sera were chosen at random for testing. The total number of specimens tested
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